


Dear First Baptist Church Family and Friends,
Ever since we discovered that our church body would not be able to meet on our grounds beginning March 15th, 
First Baptist has put into practice our ongoing belief that the Church is not a building, but the Church is the 
people.  So while we have not met on site, we have �ourished by meeting online.  And while our Sunday morning 
worshipers grew by the hundreds, we also engaged our community by reaching out in numerous ways.  

As a church family, we have:

packed over 3700 meals 
for distribution to the needy

fed over 3000 meals to the homeless 
and hungry through the Breakfast Club

adopted 25 seniors to care for during 
these di�cult pandemic days

made over 150 masks 
to help people serve 
in the community

prepared to host a Red Cross 
Blood Drive on June 9th

delivered pizza, cake and notes of encouragement 
to 3 hospitals, 12 Fire Stations, our Stockton Police 
Department and the county Highway Patrol

donated 3 pickup trucks 
of canned goods

delivered 2475 boxes of food to the 
needy with 57 volunteer drivers

served over 2800 meals at 
St. Mary’s Dining Hall



In addition to serving in such dynamic ways, our sta� has continued to do ministry as every area 
transitioned to online Bible studies and community.  Our spiritual growth didn’t stop as people continued to 
study faithfully, pray and fast diligently, and look for ways to bless our neighbor.  In addition, our May 19th Prayer 
and Praise Drive-In service was a �rst that everyone who attended will not soon forget.

In short, I am extremely proud of our Sta� and Church Family 
as we have forged ahead during this unprecedented pandemic.  

During this time, I have also:
• interviewed our Mayor to discuss how we may help our city during this pandemic time
• met weekly with our Sta� and Diaconate Board to sense where God was leading our church
• participated in numerous webinars with local and national pastors, as well as pastors from our 
   Growing Healthy Churches denomination
• prayed and fasted for the decisions needed to be made



So while we have made the most of these pandemic days, we have also kept an eye as to when we 
would return to the First Baptist grounds.  Last week, we put a survey before all of you to gauge your feelings 
towards returning when the time was right.  As President Trump recently challenged governors to open up the 
churches in their states, we know our essential work needs to begin once again on our grounds.  And while 
things will certainly look di�erent, our Sta� and Diaconate Board have clearly said May 31st should be our 
�rst Sunday back!

And while we are now able to again worship on the First Baptist campus, there are some guidelines 
that our government has put in place to assure that our reopening will be done with everyones safety in 
mind.  Understand, it’s not out of fear, but out of love for others that we will take these precautions.  Realize 
as well, if you are not ready to return to campus for any reason, we will continue to provide services online 
and also encourage people to attend watch parties in their neighborhoods over the next few weeks.

But clearly, your surveys have shown that a majority of our First Baptist attenders are now ready to 
begin worshiping in person.  So as we adhere to the CDC guidelines and adapt their counsel to our speci�c 
church, here is how the worship services on our FBC campus will look for at least the next few weeks:



 We will limit each of our worship services to 100 people.  This means we will add worship service times and 
 venues to worship in.  We will have an 8:00 (Traditional), 9:30, 11:15 and 12:45 service.  All of these services will 
 be at the Community Center.  Once the Auditorium �lls up, people can decide if they want to wait for the next 
 service time or worship in the Banquet Room via live feed video.  If that room �lls to 100 people, we will then open 
 our Large Meeting Room.

 We will socially distance in every building while worshiping.  A friendly usher will help make this happen. Members 
 of the same household may be seated together but should maintain at least six feet from other households.

 The CDC recommends that all people should use face coverings (children under 2 should not wear face coverings, in 
 accordance with federal guidelines).  This is a recommendation but is not mandated.  Worship leaders on stage will 
 not be wearing face coverings.

 If you are of vulnerable age, have serious underlying medical conditions, feel that you have been ill or have had close 
 contact with a person with COVID-19, we encourage you to stay home and enjoy worshiping with us online.  We look 
 forward to seeing you really soon!

 We are asking you to self-screen your health at home, including taking your temperature.  If your temperature is  
 over 100 degrees, please stay home and worship with us online.  We will have an infrared no-contact temperature  
 check station on our grounds if you do not have a thermometer to check yourself before coming on grounds.
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 Our facilities will be sprayed by a professional disinfectant company before you enter our buildings.  Likewise, we 
 will perform a thorough cleaning of high tra�c areas before and after each service.  Restrooms will also be cleaned 
 before and after each service.  There will also be 8 hand sanitizer stations throughout our buildings.

 We will not pass o�ering plates.  You may pick up an o�ering envelope as you enter the worship service, and there 
 will be a place to give your o�ering as you leave.  You may also choose to give your o�ering online, by text, or 
 through the mail.

 We will only be reopening our worship services at this time.  This means we will not be having any Children’s, Youth 
 or Adult Sunday School classes on our campus.  Families are encouraged to come and worship together. 

 Our Cafés will not be open yet, and we will not be serving any food or beverages at this time.  Our public drinking 
 water fountains will also be inoperable, per CDC guidelines.

 Doors will be propped open during peak periods when people are entering and exiting our facilities

 We are asking that you be sensitive to others with your greetings.  Some people are ready to be greeted with a hug 
 and handshake, but others will be hesitant.  Be aware and use the “love thy neighbor” approach of 
 understanding where others are coming from.
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All of these general guidelines will be evaluated from week to week as we move through phases of 
opening up First Baptist.  Thank you for continuing to support the ministry with your generous giving that has 
allowed us to elevate the name of Jesus when people need to hear his name now more than ever.  We have 
great days of worship, growth, and service to our city in the days ahead!  

May this Sunday, Pentecost Sunday, be the �rst 
of unprecedented revival in our land!

Blessings,
Pastor Brad Stahl

"I rejoiced when those who said to me, 'Let us go to the house of the Lord.'" 
Psalms 122:1


