
 
 

 

Church is Reopening this Sunday! 
 

 
First Baptist Family, 
 
Greetings in the wonderful name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ! 
I trust his Spirit is alive and well in you. 
 
Recently our Board of Deacons met to discuss our church and its role in regards to 
the COVID shut down. What we came to realize is that even though not meeting for 
in-person services has been somewhat helpful for the times we are in, it has not 
been helpful for the overall spiritual, mental, relational, psychological, and physical well-being of many people. 
So as our Deacons prayed about what steps to take, they have come to the conclusion that First Baptist will 
once again offer in-person services in a loving and responsible way. 
 
Indeed, God‘s Word implores us to “not give up meeting together” (Hebrews 10:25) and thus we have felt 
moved by God’s Spirit to again offer in-person worship services as an option. So beginning this Sunday, 
January 31, you are welcome to come into the FBC Community Center Auditorium for services at 8:00, 9:30 or 
11:15. 
 
We are thrilled to know that God’s Spirit has opened the door for an in-person option once again. Of course, 
the online worship option will continue to be offered, but we will no longer offer our 11:15 Drive-In service. 
Please understand that the in-person option is not for everyone at this time. In fact, there will be many 
protocols that need to be followed to be at the in-person service. If you are not comfortable with any of them 
at this time, we encourage you to wait until the time is right for you to return to campus. 
 
In general, these guidelines include: 

 masks are required to be worn to and from the services 

 a temperature check will be administered before entrance 

 please do not come if you have any symptoms of sickness 

 social distancing protocols will be in place while on the grounds 

 
These guidelines and more are expanded upon in the following paragraphs. Please understand, it is a privilege 
to again be on the church grounds, and with that privilege comes additional responsibility. So if you come at 
this time, come with a spirit of “loving thy neighbor” and being agreeable to the guidelines set. May you be 
encouraged with this in-person option! 
 

“I was glad when they said unto me, let us go into the house of the Lord.” (Psalm 122:1) 
 

 
Pastor Brad Stahl 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

Prior to Coming - Self Evaluation 

 
 If within the last 7 days you have experienced any of the following new or worsening symptoms such as 

fever, cough, breathing problems, loss of taste or smell, chills, body aches, sore throat, diarrhea, 
vomiting, headaches, congestion or runny nose, please exercise caution and courtesy by staying home 

 If within the last 10 days you have been diagnosed with and/or had a positive COVID 19 lab test, please 
stay home 

 If you feel sick or know within the last 14 days you have been exposed to someone diagnosed with 
COVID-19, please stay home 

 If your temperature is above 99.0°F, as registered with an infrared thermometer, or over 100.4°F using 
an oral thermometer, please stay home 

 If you are elderly or otherwise vulnerable due to a pre-existing condition, carefully consider whether you 
should attend in-person services 

 If you are concerned that your attendance may cause an undue risk to you or someone in your 
household, feel free to stay home. We are sympathetic to your concerns! 
 

 



 

What to Expect When You Arrive 
 

 No golf cart service in the parking lot 

 For those with limited mobility, plan on parking 
in the designated parking spots closest to the 
courtyard entrance 

 Wear a mask 

 Maintain proper social distancing (6 feet) at all 
times 

 Entrance into the lobby will be along the right 
side of the courtyard 

 Markers on the ground assist in keeping 6 feet 
apart from other households 

 Expeditious temperature checks upon entry to 
the building 

 If temperature is over 99° F, you will not be 
allowed in to service 

 Doors will be opened for you (both entering 
and exiting) 

 The Lobby is a walk-through area to/from the 
auditorium only 
 
 

 

 We ask that any fellowship be done out in the 
courtyard 

 Bathroom entry doors will remain in the open 
position 

 Thorough cleaning and disinfecting between 
services (including bathrooms) 

 The Café will be closed (for now) 

 Hand sanitizer stations will be located 
throughout the common areas 

 No physical offering baskets or any handouts 
are passed out 

 Digital offering donation options are explained 
during services 

 On Sundays when there is communion, there 
will be individual wafer/cup elements available 
for pick-up on a table in the Lobby. Elements 
will be spaced out and easily accessible 

 
 

 

  

  

Masks 

 Please “Walk and Wear.” If you are walking or talking with others, 
please wear a mask. Once seated in the auditorium, it is optional 

 Whether you are coming, going, or walking to the restrooms, we 
ask that you wear a mask for the highest precaution for all 
present 

 Forgot your mask? We got you covered! Stop by our Health Table 
on your way in! 

 If not wearing for yourself, please wear for someone else 
 

 

  

 

  

 

Auditorium 

There's plenty of room in our auditorium to separate and 
distance safely! 
 

 Seats on the floor are available to all but prioritized 
for those with mobility issues 

 Seating in the auditorium should be appropriately 
distanced from others 

 Choose seats that are at least 6 feet apart from other 
households 

 Leave a minimum of 3 chairs between you and 
another household 

 We will have every other row blocked off in the 
balcony section 

 

 
 

 

 
 The floor section rows are spaced 6 feet 

apart 

 Avoid sitting directly beside or behind 
people not in your immediate household 

 

 

Cleaning 

 
 Auditorium seating area will be cleaned 

and disinfected before each service 

 Bathrooms are cleaned continually during 
and after services 

 

 

 

Exiting 

 
 Exit will be out of the Lobby (opposite the 

entrance doors) into the courtyard only 

 SPACE OUT: Help us avoid congestion as 
you exit by keeping 6 feet minimum 
distance between you and another 
household 
 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Final Thoughts Concerning Your Coming 
 

 You can come to our service and never touch one door or common surface! 

 You can distance more than 6 feet apart in our huge auditorium that seats over 1,000 people with a very 
high ceiling 

 You won’t have to worry about passing offering baskets or receiving any handouts 

 With plenty of hand sanitizer stations, mask-wearing, distancing from others, and effective and frequent 
cleaning, you can be sure your church strives to make a safe and comfortable experience for all! 

 
 

Question? Please contact info@fbcstockton.org 
 

 


